| Are we a PAC? If so, |

What do we Need to do?



Political Action Committees

@® Whatis a PAC?
® Why is it important?
® Who can be a PAC’s campaign treasurer?

@ Treasurer Appointment Forms
@® Where to file
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What is a PAC?

"Political committee” means two or more
persons acting in concert with a principal
purpose of accepting political contributions or
making political expenditures.

Tex. Elec. Code § 251.001(12).
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What is a “principal purpose”?

O] Principal purpose--A group has as a principal purpose of accepting
political contributions or making political expenditures, including
direct campaign expenditures, when that activity is an important or a
main function of the group.

@® A group can have more than one principal purpose
@

A group does not have a principal purpose of making political
expenditures if it can demonstrate that not more than 49% of its
overall expenditures are political expenditures.

1T.A.C. §20.1(17)
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What is a “political contribution”?

A political contribution is either a campaign contribution or an
officeholder contribution.

O A campaign contribution is a contribution to a candidate or political
committee that is offered or given with the intent that it be used in
connection with a campaign for elective office or on a measure.

O An officeholder contribution is a contribution to an officeholder or
PAC that is offered or given with the intent that it be used to defray

expenses that are incurred by the officeholder in performing his/her
duties and are not reimbursable with public money.

Tex. Elec. Code § 251.001(2, 3, 4, and 5)
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What is a “political expenditure”?

A political expenditure is either a campaign expenditure or an
officeholder expenditure.

O A campaign expenditure is an expenditure made by any
person in connection with a campaign for an elective
office or on a measure.

O  An officeholder expenditure is an expenditure made by
any person to defray expenses that are incurred by the

officeholder in performing his/her duties and are not
reimbursable with public money.

Tex. Elec. Code § 251.001(6, 7, 9, 10)
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We meet the definition of a PAC; now what?

@® You need to determine if you are a:
O  GPAC (General-purpose political action committee), or an
O  SPAC (Specific-purpose political action committee)

@® For more guidance, review Campaign Finance Guide for Political
Committees here:
https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/data/resources/quides/pac quide21.pdf

@® A campaign treasurer must be appointed before a PAC accepts
political contributions totaling more than $1,080 or makes political
expenditures totaling more than $1,080.

Tex. Elec. Code § 253.031(b); 1 T.A.C. § 20.301(a) and 20.401(a).
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https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/data/resources/guides/pac_guide21.pdf

Disclosure Statement

@ Must include disclosure statement in all political advertising.

O] Examples: “Pol. Adv. by John Doe” or “Pol. Adv. by ABC
County Citizens Against Prop. A.”

O] Exceptions and more information: See “Political Advertising:
What You Need to Know” on our website:
https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/data/resources/advertising/Gpol

adv.pdf

Tex. Elec. Code § 255.001

Texas Ethics Commission 8 August 2025


https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/data/resources/advertising/Gpol_adv.pdf
https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/data/resources/advertising/Gpol_adv.pdf

What is a Treasurer Appointment Form,

and Why is it Important?

@ A document that appoints someone to be the
campaign treasurer for a political committee.

@ A PAC may not knowingly accept political
contributions totaling more than $1,080 or
make/authorize political expenditures totaling more
than $1,080 when a Treasurer Appointment is not in
effect.

Tex. Elec. Code §§ 252.011, 253.031.
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Who Can Be a Campaign Treasurer?

Anyone except someone who is already a treasurer of a PAC
that has outstanding reports or civil penalties.

O This exception does not apply if the PAC in connection
with which the ineligibility arose has not accepted more
than $5,000 in political contributions or made more than
$5,000 in political expenditures in any semiannual
reporting period.

O A person who violates this prohibition is liable for a civil
penalty not to exceed three times the amount of political
contributions accepted or political expenditures made in
violation of this section.

Tex. Elec. Code §§ 252.0011(a); 252.004.

Texas Ethics Commission
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Treasurer Appointment Forms

@ The Commission is required by law to create the TA forms,
which can be found on our website. These forms cover all
information that is required by law.

® Two types of TA forms for PACs:
O  GTA (GPACs or general-purpose political action
committees)
O  STA (SPACs or specific-purpose political action
committees)

Tex. Elec. Code §§ 252.002; 252.003; 252.0031.
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Changes to Treasurer Appointment Forms

@ if information needs to be changed on a TA, an amendment form (AGTA
or ASTA) must be filed in order for changes to be in effect. This
amendment form can also be found on the Commission’s website.

O] Changes in PAC information have deadlines to report:

O Change in treasurer’s address must be reported, in writing, to the
Commission not later than the 10t day after the date on which the
address change occurs.

Any other information for PAC TAs must be reported in an amendment
not later than 30 days after the change

If there is a change in the name of or the office sought by the candidate
running for the following offices, an SPAC must report the change in an
amendment within 24 hours of the change: statewide office, state
legislature, state board of education, multi-county district office, or a
judicial district office.

1 Tex. Admin. Code §§ 20.15, 20.311
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GPAC v. MPAC filer; What's the Difference?

@ Both are GPACs, but a GPAC and MPAC filer file on
different schedules:

@ GPAC filers must file:
O Semiannual reports: January 15 and July 15;
filed regardless of activity
O Pre-election reports: 30 day, 8 day and runoff
reports; filed if involved in an election

@ MPAC filers must file a report every month,
regardless of activity.

Tex. Elec. Code §§ 254.153, 254.154, 254.1541
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Form GTA

Texas Ethics Commission
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Form GTA, Page 1

Texas Ethics Commission

APPOINTMENT OF A CAMPAIGN TREASURER
BY A GENERAL-PURPOSE COMMITTEE

Form GTA
PG 1

See GTA Instruction Guide for detailed instructions.

1 Toial pages Siec

[

COMMITTEE
NAME

OFFICE USE ONLY
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ACRONYM

=

COMMITTEE ADDRESS (POBOK.  APTISUTER o, TwE | ZrPcoe
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(ot Hand Divarad or Pocimarhed
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REPORTING Dz Procesion
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e

o
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CAMPAIGN
TREASURER
STREET
ADDRESS

®

CAMPAIGN OORESS (POBOX,  APT/SUTER e sWE  2PCoce
TREASURER
MAILING
ADDRESS

O s

@

CAMPAIGN REA CODE FHONE HOVBER EENSIN
TREASURER

PHONE ( )

H

PERSON et " et
APPOINTING
TREASURER

=

SIGNATURE | understand that | have been appointed as the campaign treasurer for this general-purpose

from corparations and labor crganizations,

committee and that | am responsible for filing all required reparts and that | may be subject to
fines for failure o do so. | am aware of the restrictions in tite 15 of the Election Code on contributions

Signature of Campaign Treasurer

®

ASSISTANT FRET " LT
CAMPAIGN
TREASURER

E=

3

ASSISTANT ADDRESS (POBGX, | APTISUITER o TE,
CAMPAIGN
TREASURER
ADDRESS

H

ASSISTANT AREA DOOE PHONE NUMEER EXTENSION
CAMPAIGN
TREASURER ( )
PHONE
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Texas Ethics Commission

CONTROLLING ENTITY INFORMATION

GENERAL-PURPOSE COMMITTEE: Form GTA

PG 2

15 COMMITTEE
NAME

16 CONTROLLING
NTITY

INFORMATION

FULL WAME GF CONTROLLNG EMTITY

ACRONM

FLLL NAME OF CONTROLLING ENTITY

ACRONM

FLLL NAME OF CONTROLLING ENTITY

ACRONM

FLLL NAME OF CONTROLL

pr—.
17 CONTRIBUTION | =& C T =
DECISION
MAKERS
= O = )
= W = e
= W = =
Faar N. = =
18 EXPENDITURE | ™ C T o
DECISION
MAKERS
= ™ = =
T L = ™
T ™ = =
o L = o

CONTINUE ONPAGE 3
ATTACH ADDITIONAL COPIES OF THIS FORM AS NEEDED
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Texas Ethics Commission

GENERAL-PURPOSE COMMITTEE: Form GTA
RECIPIENT COMMITTEES PG 3
19 COMMITTEE
NAME
20 RECIPIENT Commitice name
GEMERAL
PURPOSE
COMMITTEES | Commitiee addreas: Gy State; Zip Code.
‘Commitice name:
Committee address; city: State; Zip Code.
‘Commitice name:
Eommitiee address city: State: Zip Code
Commitice name
ECommitie address, Gty State Zip Code
Cormmities name
Commitiee address ity Sate: Zip Code

For more information about where to file go to:
hitps:iiethics.state.tx.us/filinginfo/QuickFileAReport.php

CONTINUE ON PAGE 4
ATTACH ADDITIONAL COPIES OF THIS FORM AS NEEDED
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Form GTA, Page 4

Texas Ethics Commission

GENERAL-PURPOSE COMMITTEE Form GTA
STATEMENT AUTHORIZING DIRECT CAMPAIGN EXPENDITURES PG4
FROM CORPORATION OR LABOR ORGANIZATION POLITICAL
CONTRIBUTIONS UNDER SECTION 252.003, ELECTION CODE

21 COMMITTEE
NAME

22 AFFIRMATION | swear, or affirm, under penalty of perjury that the following statement is in all things true
(it applicable) and cormect

The political cemmittee named above is not established or contrelled by a cangidate
or an officenoider, ang will not use any poliical contribution from & corperation or
alabor organization to make & political contribution to: (1) a candidate for
elective office or an officenclider, or (2) & political committee that has not included in
ita campaign Ireasurer appointment a Statement Autherizing Direet Campaign Expenditures
tram Corp oF Labor Political C deciaring the same.

PLEASE COMPLETE EITHER OPTION (1) OR (2) BELOW:

(1 Affidavit Jurat:

Signature of Committee Representative

Notary StamprSeal

Sworn 1o and subscribed before me by _ . this the day of .
20 . o certify which, witness my hand and seal of office.
Signature of officer administerng oath Printed Name of officer sdministening oatn Title of officer administening oath

(2) Unsworn De.

My name is and my date of birth is

My Address is

(street) (city) (state)  (zip code) (country)

Executed in_ County, State of . onthe aay of 20,

Signature of Committee Representative (Declarant)

Filers may send this form to the TEC attr tate.beus or by mail to:

Texas Ethics Commission, P.0. Bax 12070, Austin, TX 78711-2070
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Form GTA, Page 4 (cont'd)

Optional

O
@ Don'tfill out Page 4 if:
O  your GPAC does not accept corporate or labor organization
contributions; or
O  your GPACs accepts corporate or labor organization
contributions but only uses them for what is allowed under
Tex. Elec. Code 253.100

@ Fill out Page 4 only if your GPAC plan on accepting corporate or
labor organization contributions and your GPAC plans to use
those contributions to make DCE expenditures

Tex. Elec. Code 8§ 253.100; 1 Tex. Admin. Code § 20.1(5).

Texas Ethics Commission 19 August 2025



Form STA

Texas Ethics Commission
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Form STA, Page 1

Texas Ethics Commission

APPOINTMENT OF A CAMPAIGN TREASURER
BY A SPECIFIC-PURPOSE COMMITTEE

PG 1

Form STA

1F you are imvlved in a Schacl Dis

See STAInstruction Guide for detailed instructions.
1 Bend Elecian, you must fle Ferm STA with the losal fling autherity

BEFORE sending a Sle-stamped copy 1 the Texas Ethics Commissian.

T Total pages fiect

z

COMMITTEE
NAME

OFFICE USE ONLY

COMMITTEE
ADDRESS

SCOREEE (POBGK  APT/ELATER . SIAIE  Becobe

Filer 10 ¥

CAMPAIGN

TREASURER

NAME

[

NICHNANE Liar SuFFs

[y ——

CAMPAIGN
TREASURER
STREET
ADDRESS

STREET ADDRESS (N0 PO BOKPLEASEL APTISUTE®,  CITY.  SIATE  DPCODE

e

[y —

Dotm s

®

MAILING
ADDRESS

[

ADCRESS (POBCK: AT /SLNTES iy,

SWE  BPCOCE

CAMPAIGN

TREASURER

PHONE

AREA CODE PHORE MIMBER

PERSON

APPOINTING
TREASURER

FRET [T e

P

SIGNATURE

from corporations and labor organizations.

| understand that | have been appointed as the campaign treasurer for this specific-purpose
committes and that | am responsible for filing all required reports and that | may be subject to
fines for failure to do so. | am aware of the restrictions in tite 15 of the Election Code on contributions.

Signature of Campaign Treasure:

E

ASSISTANT
CAMPAIGN

TREASURER

e M res

e

ASSISTANT
CAMPRAIGN

TREASURER

ADDRESS

ALCRESS (POBOK.  APT/SLETER oy,

SIAE 2P ooce

[

ASSISTANT
CAMPAIGN

WREA CODE FRORE MOMBER

TREASURER ( )

PHONE
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Form STA, Page 2

Texas Ethics Commission

SPECIFIC-PURPOSE COMMITTEE:

Form STA

PURPOSE AND MODIFIED REPORTING DECLARATION PG 2

13 COMMITTEE NAME

14 COMMITTEE
PURPOSE

[ supposr cancioaTE
e

[Jassisr oFpeesoLoen

‘CANDIDATE | GF FICEHOLDER NANE

"CFFICE BOUGHT fcardidala]/ OFFICE HELD (aficahaider)

[ surronr mensune

[ cerose weasuns

EALLOT DENTFICATION OF MEASLRE | & ELECTIONDATE

.

DESCRFTION

15 MODIFIED
REPORTING
DECLARATION

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ONLY IF YOU ARE GHOOSING
MODIFIED REPORTING.

«This declaration must be filed no later than the 30th day
before the first election to which the declaration applies. ==

«The modified reporting declaration is valid for one election cycle only. ==
tAn e, arvd any refates rurafs

The committee does not intend to accept more than $930 in political
contributions or make mare than 5930 in political expenditures
(excluding filing fees) in connection with any future election within the
alaction cycle. The committea understands that if either one of those
limits is exceeded, the commitlee’s campaign treasurer will be required
to file pre-election reports and, if necessary. a runcff repoert.

Vear of electioni=) or election cyce (o Signature of Gampaign Treasurer
which dectaration appies

ATTACH ADDITIONAL COPIES OF THIS FORM AS NEEDED

TEC Filers may send this form to the TEC electronically at treasappoint@ethics. state tx.us

or mail to
Texas Ethics Commission
P.O. Box 12070
Austin, TX78711-2070

Non-TEC Filers mi

file this form with the local filing authority

DO NOT SEND TO TEC

For more information about where to file go to:
hitps:flethics_state. teusfilinginfo/QuickFileAReport.php

This appointment is effective on tha date it is filed with the appropriate filing authority.
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Modified Reporting for SPACs

@ Excuses an SPAC from filing 30-day and 8-day pre-election reports and runoff
reports.

An SPAC is eligible only if the SPAC does not intend to exceed either $1,110 in
contributions or $1,110 in expenditures in connection with an election.

@ If an SPAC selects modified reporting but exceeds a threshold before the 30th day
before the election, the SPAC must file 30 and 8 day pre-election reports and, if
applicable, runoff reports. You do not need to amend the STA.

@ If an SPAC selects modified reporting but exceeds the $930 threshold for
contributions or expenditures after the 30th day before the election, the SPAC
must file a report within 48 hours of exceeding the threshold.

@®

@ Modified reporting lasts for an entire election cycle, so as long as the threshold
isn’t exceeded.

Tex. Elec. Code §§ 254.181-184; 1 Tex. Admin. Code § 20.1(5).
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Form STA, Page

Texas Ethics Commission

SPECIFIC-PURPOSE COMMITTEE: Form STA
STATEMENT AUTHORIZING DIRECT CAMPAIGN EXPENDITURES PG 3
FROM CORPORATION OR LABOR ORGANIZATION POLITICAL
CONTRIBUTIONS UNDER SECTION 252.0031, ELECTION CODE

16 COMMITTEE
NAME

17 AFFIRMATION I swear, or affirm, under penalty of perjury that the following statement is in all things true
(It applicable} and correct

The political committee named above is not established or controlled by a candidate of an
officenclder, and will not use any poliical contribulion from a corporation or a labor
crganization 1o make a polilical contribution lo: (1) a candidale for elective office or
' an oMiceholder. or (2) a political committee that has not included in s campaign treasurer
pplloand a g Direct Expenditures from Corporation or Labor

Organization Pelitical Gentributions declaring the same.

PLEASE COMPLETE EITHER OPTION (1) OR (2) BELOW:

(1 Affidavit Jurat:

Signature of Committee Representative

Notary StamprSeal

day of .

Sworn 1o and subscribed before me by _

20 to certify which, witness my hand and seal of office.
Signature of officer administering oath Printed Name of officer administering cath Title of olficer administering oath
2) Unsworn Declaration Jurat.
My name is and my date of birth is
My Address is . . . .

(street) {city) (state)  (zip code) (country)

Executed in _ County, State of . onthe day of .20

Signature of Committee Representative (Declarant)

Filers may send this form to the TEC electronically at i
Non- Filers must file this form

treasappoint@ethics state tx.us or by mail to: Texas =C
with the local filing authority

Ethics Commission, P.O. Box 12070, Austin, TX 78711-2070
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Where to File GTA Forms

General-Purpose Committees (GPACs and MPACSs)
always file with the Texas Ethics Commission.

Tex. Elec. Code §§ 252.009, 254.157.

Texas Ethics Commission 25 August 2025



Where to File STA Forms

@ If supporting/opposing a candidate or assisting an officeholder: same authority as candidate/officeholder

@ If supporting/opposing a measure:

@) (1) the commission, if the measure is to be submitted to voters of the entire state;

O (2) the county clerk, if the measure is to be submitted to voters of a single county in an election ordered by a county
authority;

O (3) the secretary of the governing body of the political subdivision or, if the political subdivision has no secretary, with
the governing body’s presiding officer, if the measure is to be submitted at an election ordered by an authority of a
political subdivision other than a county;

O (4) the county clerk if:

B (A) the measure concerns a political subdivision other than a county;
B (B) the governing body for the political subdivision has not been formed; and
B (C)no boundary of the political subdivision crosses a boundary of a county;
O (5) the commission if:
B (A) the measure concerns a political subdivision other than a county;
Bl (B) the governing body for the political subdivision has not been formed; and
B (C))the political subdivision is situated in more than one county; or
O (6) School Bonds: File original STA with ISD; file file-stamped copy with TEC. Then file all CFRs with TEC.

Tex. Elec. Code §§ 252.006 - 252.008, 254.130.
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Form Security-CF

Only for TEC filers

Gains filer access to TEC’s electronic filing
application

File at same time as GTA or STA

Local Filers who wish to use TEC’s electronic
filing application to draft their reports should go
here:
https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/filinginfo/LOCALIn

dex.php

®©® @©®
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https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/filinginfo/LOCALindex.php
https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/filinginfo/LOCALindex.php

Texas Ethics Commission

Form Security-CF

FORM SECURITY FOR:
CAMPAIGN FINANCE FORM SECURITY - CF

(Texas Ethics Commission Filers Only)

Please print or type everything other than your signature. See the next page for OFFICE USE ONLY

additional information.

1 FLERID#
(Ethics Gommission Filers)

Tare acanad

2 NAMEOF FILER
SUBMITTING PRIMARY
EMAILADDRESS

NAME

COMMITTEE|
{il cormmitee)

4 REASONFOR
FILING THIS FORM
(check atleast one}

Data Hand debvared of Das Postmarked

[] 1went o provide my primary emad adcress for e Texas Etics
Commission to sand email passwond links and siher notices

Dalw Processed
[ 1 want the Texes Ethies Camemession 1o satiresel my passwore.
[[] ! want the Texas Ethics Commissien (o clear my Securty Questions | - 9354 Imsges
and Answers.
AA PRIMART EMAIL
DRES!
§ FILERCONTACT BHONE NUMEER
TELEPHONE
{lobe used if email ( 1
address is invalid)
6 CAMPAIGN FINANCE o - ot
e CANDIDATECFFICEHOLDER = COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
DG GANCIDATEDF FIGEHOLDER e ONTHLY COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
STATECOLNTYCHAR o= DFECTCAMPRCHEPENDITURES

MONTHLY GENERAL-PURFOSE SPAC  AS IF-SPECIFIC-PLRPOSE
TEE comMMIT

GEMERAL PURP

£ COMMITTEE LEs LEGISLATIVE CAUCUS

JUDICIAL SPECIFIC-FURRO! PTYCORP  POLITICAL PARTY

g

ooooooao

STATE/COUNTY SPECIFIC FURFOSE
comaTTEE

SPECIFIC.FURFOSE COMMITTEE

FILING FOR SCHOOL HOND ELECTIONS ONLY.
your scheol dists

h a copy of yous traasurar appoinimont

7 FILERSIGNATURE

| swear, or affirm. under penalty of perjury, that | am the person required by law under the
Texas Ethics Commission jurisdiction to file Campaign Finance reports with the Texas Ethics
Commission. This document is my official submission of a primary email address for the
purpose of receiving a password link 10 be used to file electronic reports with the Texas Ethics
Commission

Signature
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Finding Forms on TEC Website

Texas Ethics Commission envanceD o Google [

Promoting Public Confidence in Government

Resources ~ Opinions/Statutes/Rules ~ g Reports ~ Training ~ Forms/instructions ~ Search ~ Home

Candidate/Officeholder
Political Committee
Political Party
Individuals/Entities Direct Campaign Expenditure
Legislative Caucus
Speaker
Personal Financial Statement
DyIS
Treasurer Appointment
Security

Forms &
TreaSurer A D Conflict Of Interest

| Sworn Complaint

{ structions for Delivering T

Other |
e ————

Non-Judicial Candidates and Officeholders (COH)

If you are on an upcoming ballot or are the treasurer of a p 1, then...

Judicial Candidates and Officeholders (JCOH) Texas state law requires all candidates, all officeholders, and all political committees to file a campaign treasurer
{ appointment with the appropriate filing authority. You are required to have a campaign treasurer appointment on file
State and County Chair Candidates and with your filing authority EVEN IF YOU DO NOT PLAN TO RAISE OR SPEND ANY MONEY.
Officeholders (SCCOH) Follow these steps to file your treasurer appointment form with your filing authority.
Specific-Purpose Political Committees Select the appropriate Treasurer Appointment (TA) form from the list at the left side of this page
| (SPACIJSPAC/SCPC) Fill out the TA form. Read the TA form carefully and fill out all fields and all pages. Consider using business street
1 addresses instead of residence addresses so that you do not advertise home addresses.
General-Purpose Political Committees Determine your filing authority. Local filers file their treasurer appointments with their local filing authority.
(GPAC/MPAC) Statewide filers file their treasurer appointments with the Texas Ethics Commission. See question 4 in Frequently
| Asked Questions about the 2018 Elections to determine your filing authority.
| County Executive Committees (CEC/MCEC) Deliver your completed TA form to your filing authority. If you ﬂlg with the Texas Ethics Commission, you may:
{ a. EMAIL the signed PDF attachment to treasappoint@ethics.state.tx.us, or |
b. MAIL the signed form to
Texas Ethics Commission
P.O. Box 12070 |
Austin, Texas 78711-2070 |

N

[

IS
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Texas Ethics Commission

Resources

Commission provides detailed guides for:

« Candidates

« Officeholders

« PACs

» Political Parties

Guides can be found online at
https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/resources/cf/

Updated filing schedules for filing campaign finance
reports can be found at:
https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/filinginfo/schedules/filing

schedules.php

30
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https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/resources/cf/
https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/filinginfo/schedules/filing_schedules.php
https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/filinginfo/schedules/filing_schedules.php

QUESTIONS?

O
~

Call 512-463-5800

Texas Ethics Commission
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